
 

PERIODONTAL TERMINOLOGY 
CROSSWORD  
ACROSS 

1. Gum tissue surrounding the teeth 
2. Professional removal of plaque and calculus 
3. Structures that support and anchor the teeth 
4. Abnormally deepened gingival sulcus 
5. Bony socket that holds a tooth 

DOWN 
1. Reversible inflammation of the gums 
2. Soft bacterial film on tooth surfaces 
3. Inflammatory disease-causing loss of tooth support 
4. Hardened, mineralized dental plaque 
5. Calcified layer covering the tooth root 
6. Resorption of supporting alveolar bone 
7. Connective tissue securing tooth to bone 

  

      
4↓ 

   
3↓ 

    

1→↓ 
              

               

              
7↓ 

         
4→ 

     

 
5→ 

             

             
5↓  

        
6↓       

  
3→ 

2↓             

               

2→ 
              

               

               

               

               
 
 

Produced by the South African Dental Association in the interests of Oral Health Care Education 
Private Bag 1, Houghton, 2041, Gauteng, South Africa 

Tl: +27 11 484 5288 • E: info@sada.co.za • W: https;//www.sada.co.za 
 



 

PERIODONTAL TERMINOLOGY CROSSWORD 
ANSWER SHEET 
ACROSS 

1. Gingiva – Gum tissue surrounding the teeth 
2. Scaling – Professional removal of plaque and calculus 
3. Periodontium – Structures that support and anchor the teeth 
4. Pocket – Abnormally deepened gingival sulcus 
5. Alveolus – Bony socket that holds a tooth 

 
DOWN 

1. Gingivitis – Reversible inflammation of the gums 
2. Plaque – Soft bacterial film on tooth surfaces 
3. Periodontitis – Inflammatory disease-causing loss of tooth support 
4. Calculus – Hardened, mineralized dental plaque 
5. Cementum – Calcified layer covering the tooth root 
6. Bone loss – Resorption of supporting alveolar bone 
7. Attachment – Connective tissue securing tooth to bone 
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